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This sheet will guide you through the 
north end of the Reserve. It will take 
you through both present and past 
plantings. The Trust would like to thank 
the countless number of organizations 
and volunteers who over the years have helped revegetate 
and restore the natural biodiversity of the reserve helping 
both the endangered yellow-eyed penguin and other 
wildlife that live here.
 Please follow the yellow/black markers until you 
make it down the beach where you will then follow the 
yellow markers back to the pyramids. The walk will take 
approximately 2  hours with an optional loop of 30 minutes 
to the Margaret Hazel Slope, named for a dedicated 
volunteer. Points of interest will be marked with numbers as 
follows: 
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F Wqepp T}veqmh (optional): Climb to the top for 
an excellent view of the whole reserve and see the 

information about the volcanic history. The pyramids 
were formed during the þ rst eruptive phase of an ancient 
volcano which was centered in what is now Otago 
Harbour. They are made of a dark rock called basalt 
that is hard and resistant to erosion. In front of the small 
pyramid is a cave. Maori history tells of its use as a shelter 
for a wounded warrior. 
   At the base of the pyramid you 
will þ nd the once major dune 
plant of New Zealand, pikao 
(pingao), Desmoschoenus spiralis. 
Also known as Golden sedge, 
pikao is a native sand-binding 
plant with stiff, curled leaves  
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If the weather is favourable this is a nice place to sit 
and enjoy a view of the sea. There is approximately a 
400 metre walk (about 5 minutes) south where you will 
see another yellow/black marker as well as the regular 
yellow reserve markers that will lead you back to the Small 
Pyramid and the end of the track.

FE Please now follow the yellow markers to the start 
of the walk. As you exit the beach you approach 

an area targeted for dune development that has been 
funded through a Hyri Wxefmpmwexmsr programme 
administered by the Dunedin City Council. The Okia 
Committee is planting a range of native plant species 
that would be typical of natural dune (and foredune) 
system.
 On the way back you might be lucky 
enough to see a Fernbird (Bowdleria 
punctata, Matatta). Walk in silence and 
listen for a short whistle/click. These secretive 
birds use different individual combinations 
of short and long clicks to identify each 
other and their whereabouts in the dense 
undergrowth. About the size and colour of 
a Sparrow but with a more scruffy long tail, 
they can only ÿ y a few meters at a time, preferring to walk 
under or hop through the tops of the low shrubs.
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Victory Beach is one of 
two places outside the 
Auckland Islands where 
the NZ sea lion is known 
to give birth. They can 
display aggressive 
behaviour please:
Å do not approach 
them
Å do not make loud 
noises or disturb their rest.
Please feel free to observe their antics and 
behaviour from a distance

Please return brochures to box at gate. Thank you.




